Jonathan Cortez, Ph.D.
Curriculum Vitae
EDUCATION
Brown University, Providence, Rhode Island
Ph.D., American Studies, Dissertation: “The Age of Encampment: Race, Migration, Surveillance, and the Power of Spatial Scripts, 1933-1950,” May 2021 
M.A., Public Humanities, May 2017
The University of Texas at Austin, College of Liberal Arts, Austin, Texas
College of Liberal Arts Dean’s Distinguished Graduate, May 2015

B.A., Mexican American and Latina/o Studies, Departmental Honors

B.A., Sociology
FELLOWSHIPS

2022 – 2024
Provost’s Early Career Postdoctoral Fellow in Borderlands History | UT Austin

2023
The Op-Ed Project Public Voices Fellow | UT Austin 

2021 – 2023 
César Chávez Postdoctoral Provost’s Fellowship | Dartmouth College

2018 – 2021 
Ford Foundation Predoctoral Fellow | The National Academies of Science

2017

Latino Museum Studies Fellow | Latino Center | Smithsonian Institution 

2015 – 2019 
Edgar Lewis Marston Fellow | Brown University

GRANTS & AWARDS 
2023

Early Career Pathways Development Grant | Office of the Provost | UT Austin

2023

Mellon Fellow | Center for the American West | University of Colorado Boulder

2022

Book Proposal Development Grant | Princeton University Press

2022

Action for Community Transformation Seed Grant | UT Austin Provost

2021

George E. Pozzetta Dissertation Award | Immigration and Ethnic History Society

2021

Center for the Advancement of Learning Course Grant | Dartmouth College

2021

Presidential Award for Excellence in Teaching | Brown University
PUBLICATIONS
2021

“Ruminations on the Camp Space in the United States During the 20th Century,” 
Quarantine Studies Network (November 2021). 
2021

“1898 and Its Aftermath: America’s Imperial Influence,” Journal of the Gilded Age 
and Progressive Era 20, no. 4 (October 2021). 

ACADEMIC CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS
2023
Building in the Brush: Chinese Migrants Evading Immigration Officials along the
 U.S.-Mexico Border During the Era of Exclusion. Invited panelist at the “Worldmaking through Global Asias Conference” as part of the panel on Asian American Voices in the Built Environment hosted by the Global Asias Research Cluster at the University of California, Irvine in Irvine, California. 

2023                  Migrant Space: Shipping Containers as Deathly Spaces of Mobility During the Age of Globalization. Selected speaker at the Organization of American Historians National Conference as part of the panel, “Encampments, Mobility, and Racialized Space in the 20th Century Latinx West,” in Los Angeles, California.
2022
A Case of Borders and Camps: Fort Bliss and the Mexican Refugee Camp During the 
Mexican Revolution. Selected speaker at the Conference for Camps, 

(In)Justice, and Solidarity in the Americas hosted by the International Human Rights from an Inter-American Perspective Consortium in Graz, Austria.
2022

Spatial Scripts & Encampment Connections of Latino Labor. Invited job talk for the

position of Assistant Professor of Latinx History at Boston College in Newton, Massachusetts. 
2022

Spatial Scripts & Encampment Connections of Latino Labor. Invited job talk for the

position of Assistant Professor of Public History at the University of Louisville via Zoom. 
2020

Towards the Power of Spatial Scripts. Panelist selected for paper presentation on
panel "Mobilizing Indigeneity, Race, and Settler Colonialism in the North American West” for the Western History Association – conducted virtually due to COVID-19.
2020

Agricultural Architecture: Housing Labor on the Farm. Panelist selected for paper 

presentation on panel “Enduring, Negotiating, Interrogating Liminality: Migrants and Immigrants at the Border, in Detention, and in Agricultural Labor since 1882” for the Pacific Coast Branch of the American Historical Association – conducted virtually due to COVID-19. 

2020

Ruminations on the Camp Space in the 20th Century United States. Selected speaker 
for the 3rd International Conference of the Quarantine Studies Network in Lisbon, Portugal – conducted virtually due to COVID-19.

2019

A World Apart: Florida’s Agricultural Dual Labor Market and the rise of Federally-

Funded Segregated Labor Camps. Invited panelist onto a panel titled Race and Capitalism as part of the programming by the Marxism Caucus of the and at the American Studies Association National Conference in Honolulu, Hawai’i.

2019

Racial Segregation in Labor Camps in Belle Glade, Florida. Paper accepted for

academic exchange panel on Race and Ethnicity at the Ford Foundation Fellowship Conference in San Juan, Puerto Rico. 
2019 

Migrant Housing in a Moment of Crisis: Talbot F. Hamlin, the Farm Security
Administration, and Architectural Longevity. Paper accepted for presentation at the Columbia University Buell Center for American Architecture Dissertation Colloquium in New York City, NY. 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE

2023 

Immigration and Ethnicity 



Instructor | The University of Texas at Austin | Department of History

2023 

Black Panthers, Brown Berets: Radical Social Movements of the Late-20th Century



Instructor | Brown University | Department of American Studies

2022 

Black Panthers, Brown Berets: Radical Social Movements of the Late-20th Century



Instructor | Brown University | Department of American Studies

2021

U.S.-Mexico Borderlands History



Instructor | Dartmouth College | Latin American, Latino, and Caribbean Studies 
2021 

Black Panthers, Brown Berets: Radical Social Movements of the Late-20th Century



Instructor | Brown University | Department of American Studies

2020 

Black Panthers, Brown Berets: Radical Social Movements of the Late-20th Century



Instructor | Brown University | Department of American Studies
2019

Black Panthers, Brown Berets: Radical Social Movements of the Late-20th Century



Instructor | Brown University | Department of American Studies
2018

Race and Space: Segregation, Suburbanization, and Sites of Encampment



Instructor | Brown University | Department of American Studies
UNIVERSITY SERVICE & SERIVCE TO FIELD
2023

“Foreigners in the Winter Garden” Article Workshop


Invited Author | Institute for Historical Studies | UT Austin

2023

Dr. Emilio Zamora Book Panel, In Defense of My People 



Invited Speaker | Institute for Historical Studies | UT Austin

2023

Freedom School: Archiving Student Activism



Invited Speaker | Black Studies | UT Austin
2022

Borderlands Studies Working Group



Founder & Organizer | UT Austin College of Liberal Arts

2022

Borderlands Service Committee 



Invited Member | UT Austin Department of History
2022

Responding to the works of Drs. Wendy Cheng and Daniel Martinez Ho-Sang



Commentator | Dartmouth Consortium in Race, Migration, and Sexuality Symposium

2022

Ombudsperson Hiring Committee 



Invited Postdoctoral Rep | Guarini School of Graduate Study | Dartmouth College

2022

Black Aesthetics and Laboratory Space-Making with Dr. Sarah J. Cervenak



Co-Organizer | African & African American Studies | Dartmouth College

2021

“The Haitian Diaspora and the U.S.-Mexico Border” Panel



Organizer & Moderator | LALACS | Dartmouth College
2021

“A Thing that Worked” with Dr. Mireya Loza



Interviewer | Department of American Studies | Brown University
2019 – 2022  
New Books In Latino Studies Podcast



Selected Host | New Books Network 
MEDIA PUBLICATIONS

2022

“Fifty Years Ago, the Chicano Movement Arrived at Robstown High School”



Author | Corpus Christi Caller Times | Corpus Christi, Texas

2022

“Call to Action: Time for Nueces County Public Schools to Embrace Ethnic Studies”



Author | Corpus Christi Caller Times | Corpus Christi, Texas
COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT/ OUTREACH 
2023 

Robstown Early Career High School Commencement Speaker 



Invited Speaker | Robstown, Texas

2023

Magic 104.9 Tejano Radio Station Guest Expert on Tejano History



Invited Guest | Corpus Christi, Texas

2023

Tejano History Day Remarks



Invited Speaker | Tx Assoc. for Mex Am Chamber of Commerce | Austin, TX

2021

UndocuAlly Training



Trainee | Hosted by Dartmouth Coalition for Immigration Reform and Equality

2021

Voces y Visiones Episode 4 “Why Our History Matters”



Invited Guest Expert | Hosted by Artist Bobby Marines | Minneapolis, MN
2018 

Del Mar College Mexican American Studies Seminar Speaker Series



Speaker & Exhibit curator of Chicano Movement | Selected | Corpus Christi, Texas 
2016 – 2019
The Institute for Recruitment of Teachers

Advisory Board Member | Selected | Phillips Academy Andover | Andover, MA
2016 – 2018 
Robstown Area Historical Museum

Advisory Board Member | Invited | Robstown, Texas

2016 – 2018 
Nueces County Keach Family Library

Advisory Board Member | Invited | Robstown, Texas
INVITED PANELS & SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS
2023 

“Passing Notes: The Brief Lowdown to Graduate Student Life at Brown University”



Keynote Speaker | Graduate Student of Color Orientation | Brown University
2023 

“Never Stop Learning”



Keynote Speaker | Robstown Early College High School | Robstown, Tx

2023 

Encampments in the Global Asian diaspora



Facilitator | Asian American Architecture and Space Reading Group
2023 

Entering the Professoriate as a Faculty of Color



Invited Panelist | Dartmouth College

2023

“Mexican American Migration, Labor, and Agency, 1900-1942”



Invited Lecturer | Intro to Mx Am Hist, Dr. Monica Martinez | UT Austin

2022

Book Proposal Workshop on my manuscript The Age of Encampment



Presenter | Borderlands Studies Working Group | The University of Texas at Austin

2022

Book Proposal Workshop & Graduate Student Meeting


Speaker | Matthew Guterl’s Working Group | Brown University
2022

Race, Trauma, and the Restoration of Dignified Migrant Social Futures



Speaker | South x South House | Dartmouth College
2021 

The Foundations of Funding and Fellowships in Graduate School


Speaker | The Institute for Recruitment of Teachers | Phillips Academy Andover 

2021

Research Methodologies and Strategies for Thesis Success 



Speaker | Mellon Mays Foundation | Brown University  

2021

OurStory: First Generation Students at Brown Tell Their Stories 



Story Teller | Undocumented, First-Gen, and Low-Income Center | Brown University
2021

All But Dissertation, Now What?



Speaker | Department of American Studies | Brown University

2020

Being First-Gen in Graduate School at an Ivy 



Speaker | Undocumented, First-Gen, and Low-Income Center | Brown University

2017

What is Graduate School to Student of Color?



Speaker | The Institute for Recruitment of Teachers | Phillips Academy Andover 

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONAL AFFILIATIONS
2018 – Present

Western Historical Association (WHA)

2018 – Present 

American Historical Association – Pacific Coast Branch (AHA – PCB)

2018 – Present

Southern Labor Studies Association (SLSA)

2017 – Present

Labor and Working-Class History Association (LAWCHA)

2016 – Present 

American Studies Association (ASA)
2016 – Present 

Organization of American Historians (OAH)
OTHER TEACHING-REALTED EXPERIENCE
2023

“Agency, Identity, Context: Career Conversations in the Humanities Mentoring”


Participant | Texas Career Engagement | UT Austin

2022

Methods and History of Nueces County, Texas 



Invited Guest Expert | Dr. Dean Ferguson’s Course | Texas A&M Kingsville 

2022

Inclusive Pathways for Advancement in the Academy 



Participant | Office of Institutional Diversity and Equity | Dartmouth College

2022

Op-Ed Training with John Sloan Dickey Center for International Understanding


Participant | Dartmouth College

2020

Anchor Virtual Course Design & Online Pedagogy Institute 

Participant | Sheridan Center for Teaching and Learning | Brown University 

2017

“Race, Immigration, and Health on the Borderlands in the Early 20th Century”



Guest Lecturer | Intro to Ethnic Studies | Dr. Elizabeth Hoover | Brown University

2017

“Late 20th Century Latina Labor and Globalization”


Guest Lecturer | Intro to Latinx History | Dr. Monica Martinez | Brown University

2017

“Public Humanities on the U.S.-Mexico Borderlands” 
Guest Lecturer | Borderlands/La Frontera | Dr. Evelyn Hu-Dehart | Brown University
2017 

Course Design Certificate 

Participant | Sheridan Center for Teaching and Learning | Brown University
2016

Reflective Teaching Certificate 

Participant | Sheridan Center for Teaching and Learning | Brown University 
OTHER RELEVENT EMPLOYMENT & RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 
2021

Andrew C. McKevitt, Associate Professor of History



Research Assistant | Postwar Gun Politics and Culture | Louisiana Tech University

2019 – 2020 
Smithsonian Institution National Museum of American History



Curatorial Assistant | Nation of Sanctuary Initiative | Dr. Sam Vong, Head Curator

2017 – 2019
Monica M. Martinez, Assistant Professor of American Studies


Research Assistant | Mapping Digital Humanities Project | Brown University

2019

Steven Lubar, Professor of American Studies and Public Humanities



Research Assistant | Little Compton Research Project | Brown University

2017

Smithsonian Institution National Museum of the American Indian




Research Assistant | María Martínez, Education Specialist & Collection Management

2016 – 2017 
Kathleen Belew, Assistant Professor of U.S. History 

Research Assistant | The University of Chicago
2016

Monica M. Martinez, Assistant Professor of American Studies

Research Assistant | Brown University  

OTHER RELEVANT PRESENTATIONS

2020

Agricultural Architecture: Housing Labor on the Farm. Panelist selected for

roundtable “Agricultural History: Emerging Scholars Share Tips” solicited by the Agricultural History Society – conducted virtually due to COVID-19.

2018 

“Mapping Segregated Histories: Digital Research and Visualizations for the Public.”

Invited panelist by Dr. Monica Martinez on roundtable for American Studies Association National Conference in Atlanta, GA. 

2018 
Chicano Coastal Bend: A History of the Chicana/o History in Robstown, Texas. 
Presentation accepted as part of a yearly Mexican American Studies Seminar

at Del Mar College in Corpus Christi, TX. 

2017
Hyper-Local History on the U.S.-Mexico Borderlands. Paper accepted for 



presentation as part of a panel on “Hyper-Local History” at the National 



Humanities Conference in Boston, MA. 

REFERENCES
Monica Muñoz Martinez, Associate Professor of History
Department of History
University of Texas at Austin

128 Inner Campus Dr. B7000
GAR 1.104

Austin, Texas 78712-1739

T: (512) 471-3261

E: monica.martinez1@austin.utexas.edu
Matthew Pratt Guterl, Professor of Africana and American Studies, Chair of American Studies

Department of American Studies

Norwood House

82 Waterman Street

Brown University Box 1892

Providence, RI 02912

T: (401) 863-2896

E: matthew_guterl@brown.edu
Matthew J. Garcia, Professor of History and Latin American, Latino, and Caribbean Studies 

Department of Latin American, Latino, and Caribbean Studies

Winifred-Raven House

Dartmouth College

5 Maynard Street

Hanover, New Hampshire 03755

E: matthew.j.garcia@dartmouth.edu

Robert O. Self, Mary Ann Lippitt Professor of American History, Chair of History 

Department of History
Peter Green House
79 Brown Street
Brown University Box N
Providence, RI 02912

T: (401) 863-2131
E: robert_self@brown.edu

Sam Vong, Curator of Asian Pacific American History, Division of Work and Industry, 

National Museum of American History
E: VongS@si.edu
Robert Lee, Associate Professor of American Studies

John Nicolas Brown Center for Public Humanities & Cultural Heritage 

357 Benefit Street

Brown University Box 1880

Providence, RI 02912

T: (401) 863-2896

E: robert_lee@brown.edu
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